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APPLICATION FOR TOTAL DEMOLITION OF HISTORIC STRUCTURE 

Date Received:  _________________________ Application Number: _________________________ 

Applicant Data* 

Applicant Name: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Business Name (if any): _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Applicant Address: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number:  _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Email Address:  _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Relationship of Applicant to Property:  

o Owner 

o Attorney 

o Builder/Contractor 

o Architect/Designer 

o Other:  ________________________________ 

*Unless otherwise requested in writing by the owner, all correspondence will be with the above-named applicant. 

Property Data 

Property Address: _________________________ 

Block & Lot Number: _________________________ 

Zone District: _______________________________ 
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Required Submission Materials 
All applications should include the following, as required under Montclair Code § 347-142.1.4.2 

 
Complete photographic record of all exterior elevations, interior spaces, and details of all existing 
structures and any adjacent properties pertinent to the history of the structure or surrounding 
neighborhood. 

 Statement of the need/purposes for the proposed total demolition. 

 

In any instance where there is a claim of no other alternative to total demolition, the applicant shall 
provide written documentation of good- faith attempts to sell the building at a reasonable and comparable 
amount or to offer it without charge to purchasers willing to move the building to another location and 
preserve, rehabilitate, relocate, or restore the building. A reasonable and comparable sales price shall be 
indicated by providing evidence such as recent appraisals, comparable values of properties  similar to the 
building proposed to be totally demolished or other evidence the Historic Preservation Commission deems 
acceptable. 

 

Written and pictorial record of the building' s history and architectural features for archival purposes, 
including, without limitation, the dates of original construction of the building or structure to be totally 
demolished; original documents, maps, drawings, and photographs; the square footage or dimensions of 
the building or structure to be totally demolished; a brief description of the materials, configuration and 
use of the existing building or structure; significant events and occupants associated with the history of the 
building or property; architectural features; and a description of the building through photographs , plans, 
and maps. 

 
Archaeological study of the property before and/or during total demolition if the property falls within the 
area demonstrated to have a medium or high probability to contain archaeological resources.  

 Preservation or salvage of architectural elements and photographic documentation.  

 

(Photos of exterior and interior provided for garage to be removed)

(See Attached)

(Applicant is willing to give garage to anyone who is willing to move it)

(Due to the limited demolition [garage only] the applicant requests a waiver)

(See Attached)

(Due to the limited demolition [garage only] the applicant requests a waiver)



Complete photographic record: 

Figures 1 – 3 and Photos #1 – #14 are the photographic record for this structure. 

 

Statement of the need/purposes for the proposed total demolition: 

The structure in question is in the rear corner of the property known as 509 Park Street in 

Montclair.  It served as a garage to the main dwelling located on the lot prior to the 

construction of the existing attached garages.  The exterior walls show little signs of 

deterioration.  However, the slate roof has multiple areas that water penetration is 

taking place and will compromise the roof structure (see Photo #2).  The masonry 

construction is not conducive to relocation.   

 

 

Claim of no other alternative to total demolition: 

The owner of the structure is willing to the donation of the structure to anyone that 

agrees to remove the structure at their expense.   They will not be seeking 

compensation for the structure or any of the items that remain in the structure.  This 

would include fixtures and any architectural elements that may have a financial value 

if removed and repurposed. 

 

Written pictorial record of the building: 

 

A scrapbook documenting the Applegate Farm and 509 Park Street dwelling was found 

within the Montclair Historic Center archives (see Figure 1) while the information found 

on the NJ Property Records database states that the home was constructed in 1875, 

the photographs in the scrapbook shows the groundbreaking and construction taking 

place in 1900 (see Figure #1).  The garage in question was added to the property in 

1914 as indicated on a photograph found within the scrapbook (see Figure 2).  Figure 2 

also  contains a photograph showing the garage as it exists today taken from a similar 

vantage point as the photograph taken in 1914.  Further supporting that the garage is 

an addition to the property can be found on Figure 3.  Figure 3 contains a portion of a 

Sanborn map dated 1906.  The map shows the main dwelling but does not show the 

garage on the property.  According to the photograph taken in 1914, the garage was 

constructed for the “Buick – Our first car”.   

 

Photo #1 and Photo #2 show the front and left side elevations of the existing structure.  

Photo #3 & 3A, and Photo #4 show the right side and rear elevations of the existing 

structure.  Photo #5 is a panoramic view of the interior of the garage. Photo#6 shows 

the typical structural terra cotta wall construction and typical window (2 on left and 

right sides).   Photo #7 is a detail of the structural terra cotta masonry used in the main 

garage area.  Photo #8 shows the concrete masonry unit used in the shed addition as 

well as the window on the side of the main garage into the shed addition. Photos #9 & 

10 show the interior of the shed addition and possible small animal stalls.   Photo #11 

shows a “Fuel Chute” located on the left side of the garage.  The inscription reads “The 

best fuel chute, made by, Sterling Foundry Co, Sterling ILL, Pat’d June X 1908”. Photo 

#12 shows plumbing fixtures found within the garage. Photos #11 & 12 are taken from 

Park Street and show the view of the garage from the public ROW. Based on the 

materials used in the shed addition (CMU vs structural terra cotta), and the shed 



addition not found on the 1914 photograph, it is clear that the shed was constructed at 

a later date.  

 

The main structure is constructed using structural terra cotta for the walls with a stucco 

exterior, and slate roof.    

 

The garage measures 21’x21’ with a 24” soffit that is 8’-6” and an overall height of 

approximately 15’. 

 

 

Archeological Study: 

A waiver from performing an archeological study is being requested as the existing 

garage  does not reside in a historic district it is believed to not contain any 

archeological significance. 

 

Preservation of architectural elements: 

The owner of the structure is open to the donation of any and all architectural elements 

and to be removed by those desiring the elements at their expense.   This would include 

fixtures and any architectural elements that may have a financial value if removed and 

repurposed.  However, it is not believed to contain any significant historic architectural 

elements or design features.   The structure was constructed 14 years after the initial 

residence was constructed and is a different architectural style from the residence. 
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